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1.  DAI  E • TIME  GROUP 


2.  LOCATION 


lA  Jun  47 


3.  sourcE 
Ci\dlian 


4.  NUM.PER  OF  OBJECTS 


■brsf icld , California 


10.  CONCLUSION 


other  (hIRD3) 


17 


LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION  111.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


Not  reported 


jA.  1 YPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

Ground  Visual 
7.  COURSE 

1.  Kaot  2,  KXJ  dt?g 


*^bscr\'er  first  sighted  ten  objects  flyim;  in  V rcmiation 
to  the  east,  \.'ith  one  stragler.  *'ator  sav;  Bovon  object 
flying  in  a V. 


€.  PHOTOS 


I 


X No 


9.  FhYSICAL  EVIDENCE 

n Yb«s 
X No 
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r-TD  Si  p ft3  0-329  (TDE) 


Prftsioufl  editions  of  this  tom  me/  hn  used 


iia'CKA-'TjUl..  -O'’  lliS  OFFICE?  H:  CVuSCZ: 


..ivw-  * 


kr-  120^  • 

XU  '-uV  l^i»7 


could  hf\e  lived  in 


1,  Oii  10  July  l?u7  > s check  was  made  et  the  loilovrinf,  loca*.,icr.t. 
in  Faiir.  Springs,  Celifcmia  lor  the  purpose  of  tryinr:  to  locate  *‘x. 

Palm  Springs  Police  Departnent,  Palm  Springe  ^^erspaper, 

"The  Desert  Sun",  Pain:  Springs  i^ater  Gonasny,  Southern  California  Gas 
Coatpany,  Faia  Spring?  Telephone CoiiDariy,  Palm  Springs  Err^loyitent  Ofl'ice, 

Palm  Springs  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Royal  Palms  Hotel,  $ Palm  Springe  real 
estate  offices,  and  the  City  Offices  of  Palm  Springs  including:  waste 
disposal,  water  rights,  tax  records  and  etc*  i'o  record  of 
existed  in  a'.y  of  the  above  mentioned  offices. 

P*  On  11  July  Ipu?,  Vt,  Rj'land  Ic.  Gorhan,  Postmaster  cf  ralr  Springs, 
Galifcmle  for  the  past  lU  years  was  interviewed,  jir.  Gcrha:’  ftateci  that 
he  had  lived  in  Falm  Springs  for  the  past  2U  .wars  and  that  iie  v-sr  uneware 
if  a person  named  fliiittMiA  had  ever  lived  in  Palni  Springs.  !u'. 

Gorham  stated  that  due  to  the  fa-t  Uiat  Falm  Springs  is  a resort  are-:i  and 
due  to  the  fact  that  in  Use  saimner  months  only  3 to  5>  thousand  people  reeided 
in  Palm  Springs,  whereas  in  the  v.dnter  months  10  to  12  tho\i£sr:d  resided 

in  Palm  Sprinr.s,  it  was  very  possible  that  ^'r.  4Mikte  could  hf\e  lived  in 
Falc.  Springs  more  or  less  on  a non-permanent  status  and  he,  h'x.  Gorham,  not 
being  aware  of  i t, 

A ch?ck  of  General  Delivery  records  revealed  a letuer  addressed  to 
llr  ^ ralm  Springs,  mailed  from  Cicero,  Iiidlai'is,  jicstmar'ired 

at  Cicero,  Indiana  July  lS'ii7,  at  ^ F,i'.  The  return  address  on  tJ-.e 
envelope  was  listed  as  tiie  Gospel  Tract  YiOiice-r,  Route  1,  Cicero,  Ii.diana, 
lir*  Gorham  pfrrriitted  the  contents  of  the  envelope  to  be  examined  ii.asnxdi 
as  the  contents  vras  3rd  Class  material  and  the  envelope  not  sealed*  The 
records  were  cf  a religious  nature  concerning'  the  sad  plight  cf  Anerican 
non-church  goers,  the  second  coming  of  Christ  and  etc*  Superintendent  cf 
}^aiis  was  contacted  by  :t*  Gorhara  and  stated  that  there  wa?  a V.t*  MMWif 

who  had  received  mail  through  the  general  delivery  office  of  tic 
ralm  Springs  Post  Office,  but  that  thiB  last  mall,  other  than  the  letter 
mentioned  above,  came  through  tlie  Post  Office  approximately  two  years  age* 

The  Superintendent  of  Fails  seem  to  have  a very  uncarury  memoiy-  and  recalled 
■»ciert  the  mail  coming  in  fcjr  had  been  addressed  to*  This  ir.ail  was 

addressed  to  !ir*  in'  eare  of  a trailer  camp  located  in  Palm 

Springs*  On  calling  the  trailer  camp  office,  it  was  found  that  ir* 

had  lived  in  the  camp  but  departed  approxisiat^y  two  years  ago  and 
left  no  forwarding  address.  Investig;ation  is  continuing  in  an  effort  to 
locate  and  obtain  a stateiaent  from  him. 
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Comm&nding  Generel,  i-rr.y  Air  Forces,  u£shin£i*on  E5,  D 
ATTFl^TIOi::  AC  of  A? -2  ' 


1.  Attt»ched  stateriert  and  newspaper  clipping  forvfarded  your 
office  per  request  of  T'C^l  from  Headquarters  Air  Defense  Command,  Mitchel 
Field,  Kev;  York,  dried  10  July  47* 


2*  Information  copy  furnished  Headquarters  Air  Defense  Command 
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" TIT.  oarcoi;  LAT  " Fort 

3 Ouly  1&<7 

“They  were  not  • weavi^f.-or 
bobbing  in  formation  I coiimh’t 
make  out  the  number  or,  loca- 
tion of  their  propellers  and 
coulfth’l  distinguish  anv  wings 
or  tail.  They  appeared'  almost 
round.  They  looked  like  pic- 
ture.^  of  the  navT'.'  flyinc*  fiap- 
-jack'-’  Rankin  said. 

Rankm.  who  plan.-s  to  spend 
the  summer  here  at  8.'^4  N.  E. 
Simpson  street,  is  now  able  to 
resume  h little  flying  for  fun. 
but  not  commercially,  he  said 
he  now  operates  a string  of 
auto  courts,  spending  his  win- 
ters at 


Dick'  Rankin  Tells 
Of  Odd  Aircraft:'' 


I More  reports  of  “flying  flap* 
slacks’’  turned  up  Wednesday, 
! one  from  no  less  than  Dick 

• Rankin,  brother  of  the  late  Tex 
I Rankin,  and  dtimself  an  expe- 
I rienced  pilot  of  more  than  7000 
l' hours’  flying  time. 

I Rankin,  who  is  recovering 
from  an  old  back  in.iur>*  re- 
ceived in  an  automobile  acci- 
dent, came  to  Portland  over 
the  week  end  to  spend  the  sum- 
mer. He  saw  the  “silver  cau- 
cers”’  over  Bakersfield,  Cal., 
June  23,  while  lying  on  the 
lawn  Fun  bathing,  he  told  The 
Oregonian. 

*T  hesitated  to  s?y  much 
about  them,”  Rankin  said,  “un- 
til I noticed  all  the  hullabaloo 

in  the  papers.  I pusaled  over 
their  strange  shape  for  a while 
and  fmaily  concluded  that  they 
were  the  navy's  new  XF5U-1 
flying  flapjacks,  which  are  thin 
and  round,  with  twin  propellers 
and  stubby  tail.” 

OuIt  One  XFSU-l  Built 

! (The  navy  and  the  manufao 
•'turer  have  announced  official- 
:iy  that  only  one  such  machine 
.•was  built  and  that  it  ne^’er  left 
Connecticut. 

f “Tnese  planes  were  flying 
Ihigh,  maybe  9000  feei.  and  fair- 

• ly  fast,  about  300  or  400  miles 
an  hour.  I first  counted  ten  of 
them  in  formation,  going  north. 
About  2:15  P.  M.  they  returned 
on  the  reverse  course,  headed 
south.  But  there  were  only  sev- 

i en  in  the  formation. 


Palm  Springs. 

Two  Descriptions  Check 

Kankm’s  description  of  the 
mysterious  aerial  Db.iect?  agrees 
With  that  or  Kenneth  Arnold. 
Boise.  Idaho,  business  man.  who 
first  reported  them  over  the 
state  of  Washington,  except  that 
^Atmoiri  clocked  them  at  an  e.s- 
kinated  1200  miles  an  hour. 

1 Other  reports  came  Wednes- 
Iday  from  Astoria. 

Jack  Hayes,  patient  in  Sl- 
tMar\  s hospital  there,  said  he 
saw  two  of  the  discs  Mondav 
flying  at  a rapid 

speed  and  that  vanished 

behind  the  hills. 

Ivlr.*^.  Earl  Seado.  Fort 
Sv*rie-.  {said  she  .saw  a disc  trav- 
jeling  north  over  Fort  Stevens 
jfTue.«'cu!y  noon  and  that  other 
[obsen'ers  saw  the  same  ob.ieci 

The  army  at  Fort  Steven?  and 
the  coa<fl  guard  at  nearby  Point 
Adams  did  not  see  the  discs. 

Toe  report  of  a Centralia. 
Wash.,  man  W'ednesday  coin- 
cided in  matter  of  time  with  the 
original  report  made  by  Arnold. 
Sidney  B.  Gallagher  of  Centra- 
lia  said  he  saw  nine  aluminum- 
hued  opjects  flying  north  at  3 
P.  M June  24.  He  was  working 
11  mile?  southwest  of  Mineral, 
Wash.,  at  the  time. 
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iTnc  report  ' !:'• 

[C'oAst  pliot 
}inowU;<:  Rcc  ... 

'saucers"  cvc’  ih<  ' 

Richard  K«r.i.  ; 

Lmnie  than  l.uru-  jjou 
»sa:d  he  saw  t.  t 
ijBy!>tenoUft.4isica  ove 
Icalit.,  and^COtn:  r 

MOO  miles  u-<ho'.  r 

-There  were**  ten  *c  lorma;:' 
[flying  ^bcth.'  be  tolc  a repc::.. 
but,;^*Rben  -‘‘they  returned  on  t‘ 
revtt^.cjpurse.  beaded  south,  the: ' 
■were  c«4y  seven.** 

^.,^■"1  d^da^make  out  the  nu:  .- 
^ or  jrqpc. 

ar^ail"  4c:jkid:‘-  “Th^  appeart..: 

Mr.  Rankin  said  h#  saw  thc~ 
June  23,  'tout  hesitetea  to  dessrii.'. 
[whei  he  saw  until  he  noted  othc: 

; Mete  rt^ontlng-the  same  thin?. 

■ej^rts  meanwhile  camr  in 
l^m'  libiV  OreBon'Cities.  . 
'Madias  '.nd  Portland.  a:  ' 
•I  TS.' I ;h-;-t,--'UieL.  of  pm^r^.d 
said  they'6iV  kt least^^fw^ 
!*‘saurcrs"  *rmEing  nolF.4leff9iy  h 
)Over  the  Columbia  River  .vest' 


♦ .i-iav:  Kar>Kir.,  of 

rmn  inan  nour^  m il,»  air. 
Ri.ifl  )iv  Fpw  tho  mucP'dr-hated 
jr'-Mcry  diakf  hiph  over  Rfucra- 
fif  d,  Cal.,  f.nd  pomp  “n.aybc 
ail. I nr  40(1  miles  an  hour." 

There  vero  10  in  iorn,Rt»on 
liyjnp  north,  he  told  a reporter, 
but  when  “they  returned  on  the 
reverse  course,  headed  touth, 
there  were  only  seven  ... 

*'i  couldn’t  make  out  me  num- 
ber or  location  of  their  pro- 
pellers and  couldn’t  distinpulsh 
any  wings  or  tail.  They  ap- 
peared almost  round."  he  said, 
Eankin  said  he  saw  them  June 
2.1,  but  hesitated  to  describe 
what  he  saw  until  he  noted 
others  were  renortinr  ih  cam  A 


tOClfe> 


Reports 

■OSI  ‘ I , , 

ucers  Ji 


believed  slorie.s  about  the  "sau- 
cers"«  until  they  saw  at  least 
of  them  winging  noiselessly  high 
ov  er  the  Columbia  river  Tuesday. 

Still  another  such  ecomml  camo 
from  four  states  away.  At  Albu- 
querque. X.  M.,  "Max  Rood.  Ch;.iu- 


i.  rOR'lLAN’D.  Ore..  July  2,— fAP»— 
The  report  of  a long-time  west 
coast  pilot  v«,as  added  Wednesday 
to  the  growing  accounts  of  "flying 
iaucers"  over  the  west. 

,.r  Richard  Rankin,  veteran  of  more 
<thar.  7.000  hours  in  the  air.  said 
»aw  the  much-debated  mystery, 
[disks  high  over  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  j 
iand  going  "maybe  300  or  400  miles 
an  hour." 

' There  were  tea  in  formation  fly- 
Mg  north,  he  told  a reporter,  but] 
M'hen  "they  returned  on  the  reverse  j 
^urse,  headed  there  v‘j.*rt ; 

[only  seven.  . . .''‘Jl-  6 1^7  1 

rAiMOST  ROUND.**  ' 

L*'I  couldn't  make  out  the  numhci 
location  of  their  propeller'  and' 

iidn't  distinguish  any  wing'  or 
They  appeared  almost  round," 
aid. 

ankm  said  he  saw  them  June 
but  hesitated  to  describe  what 
saw  until  he  noted  -others  were 
jrting  the  same  thing, 
l first,  he  continued,  he  as- 
ted  he  had  seen  the  XFSU-l, 

• experimental  navy  "Flying 
piack."  The  navy  since  has  an- 
;nced  It  has  only  one  XF.'vU-l, 

I it  has  not  left  Connecticut, 
ankin,  ex-Portlander  who  now 
S in  Palm  Springs,  Calif.,  and  a 
ther  of  the  late  John  G.  (Tex) 
ikin,  pioneer  stunt  flier,  said  h'' 
ened  the  "pianes"  from  the 


:ar!:m  said  he  saw  them  from 
g:ound  on  .lune  23,  but  hesi- 
*d  to  describe  what  he  saw  until 
ncted  nihers  were  reporting  ih® 
te  thing 

it  first,  he  continued,  he  as- 
nec  he  had  seen  the  XF-5U-1.  th® 
>er  mental  .Navy  "flying  fJap- 
k."  The  Navy  since  has  an- 
urt^cd  it  has  only  one  XF-5U-1, 
i t:  has  not  left  Connecticut, 

■4e-.v  reports,  meanwhile,  came 
frem  three  Oregon  cities.  Astoria, 
idras  and  Portland.  The  Portland- 
J making  the  report,  Mr.  and  Mra. 
•rben  Balliet.  said  they  disbeliev^id 
)ries  about  the  "saucers"  uniii 
ey  saw  at  least  ten  of  them  vi-ing- 
noiselessly  high  over  the  C.o- 
mbia  River  yesterday. 


NORF  REPORTS. 

F-*T»evi.-  reports  meanvvhile  came  In 
Ifrom  three  Oregon  cities.  Astrna, 
Madras  and  Pori  land.  The  Por’- 
iandeha  making  the  r«pa^'Mr.  and 
fUra.  Herbert  Balliet,  skid  they  dis- 
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objects  ct  CbOt  It  iiltitudo,  trov^ilir-c  5>>  i-b:i  in  a Xo'jsg  '^V“  Tort'^tioo- 
Al^houdi  the  objoct-s  -.vuro  iii;;>ai'enti/  at  a co-isiacrable  uistccicc,  the  reporl^ 
described  thca  as  bcii\t:  3ir.dl..r  to  tUo  ‘U-’ly-xn,-!  Flapjack . Jie  s.attci 

that  he  attached  no  paid^icular  in.-^ortauce  to  Uxis 

the  Cascade  iloui-itain  Giclitlnc,  (Ii^cident  No.  I?)-  ^aen  recalled  ^ - 

cidont. 


k 'G  OiJiiiior:  'ihorc  is  no  inTon-iatioii  contained  in  trds  r:;port  to  rcpiitc 

t:,o  asuimiition  viat,  those  objects  v.vro  o2-Jinar.v  aircraft  beyond  . 

idoutirication.  'i'he  iact  V:iat  no  cue  else  xii  -ja:;ersixola  rci-'orvcd  eoociaxiig 

an'^tlilnr  musual.  tends  to  substantiate  u*iis  conclusion* 
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Observed  wore  of  astroaonical  ori  .in.  -^oir  ;:;anouvcrs 


and  the  rela^iivoly  lo:*o  - 


he 
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; v*cro  Hi  Sx  ccii.ixv%.x^  , ^ 


any  t>osaiblG  eGtronoiriictil  iator^protaiioxi. 

It  is  of  i.itorost  to  note  t!*ut  in  t -is  looeli^^  a;*d  at  tJi*o 


season  other  possibl y-sirellar,  no 

e.Hw  it^ 


n-ar.troao::^cal  itiOideulG  wore  rc^-ortod  — 
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At  approxirTiit.'^ly  1200  noon  on.^ho  Ih  of  olUIci  I \ra.s  in  th-s  fronb 

yard  of  ny  hoae,  Thore  vns  a lad  nov.lny  V’.o  la-ra  at  thn  trj.ie,  I loo’.'od 
into  tli0  s’.:y  a:id  sa-v  ton  ai-ticl^s  fl^dn;;  fron  tho  South  to  Vn^  orr.h  at 
-.:hat  I '.fould  j'ldd^  to  bo  :>300  ft,  Tha  objacts  were  fl:.-iry:  at  ap,ro;d;ia-oiy 

:hnt  I '/ouid  jud.^e  bo  bo  )'j0  nilsa  per  iiour.  X distinctly  roi.i jubor  bbat 

at  tUo  bino  I savr  tha  lirticleo  I nonbion.5d  it  to  tlio  lad  ■.'ho  *.a*s  .uo.-/in^  tha 
lavm  at  tl:9  tiin?,  I told  tha  lad  that  the  ob.i-?cts  -./-eno  in  all  probability 

■3o;n3  sort  of  .ir:Ty  or  iia-y;*  tost  planoa  frori  tho  nearby  t^nt  c-jatcrs  on 

da-sorts  of  Sonrthern  California.  The  objects  resoniiloi;  the  picfires  that 
X havo  seen  of  the  a?5U-1,  t.;e  so  called  'hT-yin-  Aapjach’’  that  the  ‘-,av:/ 
in  tentin.?.  At  apprord-nately  lifl5  I *r^nt  back  into  t!ue  vani  to  sit  and  li^ 
in  the  shade.  At  this  tine  th.e  onjectn  reappeared  ;oin;  from  'forth  to  South, 
although  t'ds  tinie  there  -.Te  e only  seven  o:  ./ne  articles.  .hen  I first  sarr 


the  original  ten  objects  tr.ey  -ners  in  a 


- Hrrlt 


omtion  -dth  one  object 


seer.in^ly  straggling  in  t.is  rear  of  the  formation,  .ibon  the  obj  .cts  appeared 

the  second  time  t'asy  Tfere  still  in  the  "7''  formation  although  t-.era  ivas 

onl^r  307en  of  the  objects  at  th.is  tine.  I renonber  at  Dhis  time  t.\at  I told 

the  lad,  ■■./ho  rna  still  vror’dng  on  th3  3.avrn,  th.ab  eroVablv  tliree  of  the  objects 

'lad  oroceeded  Ixick  to  their  base  on  a different  course.  l .ictually  thought 
* 

that  this  vns  the  case,  tliat  the  other  three  objects  had  nrobably  gone  bac''^ 
to  thoir  baje  on  the  oMisr  side  of  the  mountains  from  ..a  reref ield.  I am 
finniy  convinced  that  the  articles  I sa-;  are  actuail,/  ceme  sort  of  x'l^dng 
(.machines  although  I cannot  say  from  lihere  th'Dy  came  or  to  v;here  they  vrere  goiu. 
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late  -war  Ter  wbe  'JJ  Ferest  Gen-ict;,  I ar-.  Gar2.2iar  v.lth  aUn.oat  aver;;  ;,:. 
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circleE  Sot  naro*  yec^rr  bei'erQ  hie  death  and  dmine  the  late  v.-ar  ra.'. 
thcoisanie  of  riyirc  Cadets  thrcu^i  prirary  tralniri"  schccle  ovmc  1 and  uper- 
afedd  by  liin.  To  date  I iiave  accon^lished  7000  hcrors  in  the  air  as  pilot  oS 
both  civilian  and  lillitaiT'  aircraft,  I an  itgII  acquainted  vrith  r.ost  artictoa 
that  one  rrculd  ser  in  the  air  and  I feel  that  1 ar^.  v.-eli  cualiflea  to  s'-y 


vrhat  I sav,  cr.  !!•  Cuno  IS-'L?  fr-cr.  the  yr.rr’  of  tz^'  hcir.o  at 
hahersficld,  CUifonia, 


rordr.atvly  1_:0  no:n  or.  iho  lli  of  Jut.o  T v;ai-  ;,^t. 
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